If you cannot see this newsletter, read the online version.

EU NEWS YOU CAN USE
European Commission in Ireland

In this issue

- 28 March

Top News
Other news

Agenda
Competitions

Top News
Brexit preparedness: EU completes preparations
for possible “no-deal” scenario on 12 April
As it is increasingly likely that the United Kingdom will leave
the European Union without a deal on 12 April, the European
Commission has this week completed its “no-deal”
preparations. The Commission is also supporting national
administrations in their own preparations and is urging all EU
citizens and businesses to prepare for the consequences of a
possible “no-deal” scenario. If this happens, the UK will
become a third country without any transitional
arrangements.
Read more...

12 April is new cliff-edge date, Tusk tells the
European Parliament
In an address to the European Parliament this week,
European Council President Donald Tusk said: "12 April is a
key date in terms of the UK deciding whether to hold
European Parliament elections. 12 April is the new cliff-edge
date. Before that day, the UK still has a choice of a deal,
no-deal, a long extension or revoking Article 50. And here,
let me make one personal remark to the Members of this
Parliament. Before the European Council, I said that we
should be open to a long extension if the UK wishes to
rethink its Brexit strategy, which would of course mean the
UK's participation in the European Parliament elections. And
then there were voices saying that this would be harmful or
inconvenient to some of you. Let me be clear: such thinking is
unacceptable."
Read more...

European Parliament approves new rules on
single–use plastics to reduce marine litter
The European Parliament this week approved Commission
proposals to ban single-use plastic items for which
alternatives in other materials are already readily available:
cotton buds, cutlery, plates, straws, drink stirrers and balloon
sticks. The new rules also include measures to reduce the
consumption of plastic food containers/beverage cups,
extend producer responsibility schemes and bring in
collection targets for plastic bottles. They are expected to
come into force in 2021.
Read more...

Read more...

Ireland to receive over €3.3 million from EU
School Fruit, Vegetables and Milk scheme
Ireland is to receive over €3.3 million from the EU school
fruit, vegetables and milk scheme for the 2019/2020 school
year: €2,266,887 for the provision of fruit and vegetables and
€1,039,137 for milk. EU Commissioner Phil Hogan said:
"Thanks to the EU School Scheme, our young citizens can
benefit from the nutritious, safe and high quality food that
our European farmers produce, while also learning about
where it comes from." Almost 200,000 Irish children
benefited from the scheme in the 2017/18 school year.
Read more...

European Parliament votes in favour of
modernised rules fit for digital age
The European Parliament this week voted in favour of the
new EU Copyright Directive. The directive aims to ensure that
the longstanding rights and obligations of copyright law also
apply to the internet. YouTube, Facebook and Google News
are some of the internet household names that will be most
directly affected. The Directive is expected to be formally
endorsed by the Council of the European Union in the
coming weeks. Once published on the Official Journal of the
EU, Member States will have 24 months to transpose the new
rules into national law.
Read more...

Other news
New €300 million Future Growth Loan Scheme
for SMEs and Farmers launched
The Irish Government this week launched the Future Growth
Loan Scheme to allow for the roll out of €300 million in
funding to eligible Irish SMEs including farmers. The aim of
the scheme is to support strategic long-term investment in a
post Brexit environment. Loans of up to €3 million will be
available with at least 40% going to the agri-food sector. The
scheme is being delivered in partnership with the European
Commission and the European Investment Bank.
Read more...

Parliament backs proposal to end switch
between summer and winter time in 2021
The European Parliament has approved an EU Commission
proposal to end the switch between summer and winter time.
EU countries that decide to keep their summer time should
make their final clock change on the last Sunday in March
2021. Those that prefer to keep their standard (winter) time,
would adjust their clocks for the final time on the last
Sunday in October 2021.
Read more...

New CO2 emission standards for cars and vans approved
The European Parliament this week agreed on new CO2 emission standards for new cars and vans in the EU
for the period post 2020. The new rules will mean that by 2030, emissions from new cars will have to be
37.5% lower and emissions from new vans 31% lower than in 2021. The Council of Ministers is expected to
finalise the formal adoption in the coming weeks.

€200 million in EU funding for sustainable and
efficient transport
The European Commission together with the European
Investment Bank have launched the new CEF Transport
Blending Facility, an innovative financial instrument to
support projects contributing to the environmental
sustainability and efficiency of the transport sector in
Europe. With an initial budget of €200 million from the EU
budget, the Facility will finance investments in the European
Railway Traffic Management System and in Alternative Fuels
infrastructure, leveraging funds from the EIB, National
Promotional Banks and private sector.
Read more...

Α common EU approach to the security of 5G networks
The European Commission this week recommended a set of concrete actions to assess cybersecurity risks
of 5G networks and to strengthen preventive measures. At national level, each Member State should
complete a national risk assessment of 5G network infrastructures by the end of June 2019. On this basis,
Member States should update existing security requirements for network providers and include conditions
for ensuring the security of public networks, especially when granting rights of use for radio frequencies
in 5G bands.
Read more...

Two Irish researchers qualify for European
Research Council grants
Two Irish researchers are to receive European Research
Council (ERC) grants under the latest funding round. Luke
O'Neill of Trinity College and Frederic Dias of UCD will
receive grants worth on average €2.5 million each to advance
their pioneering research ideas. EU Research Commissioner
Carlos Moedas said: “The ERC Advanced Grants back
outstanding researchers throughout Europe. Their pioneering
work has the potential to make a difference in people’s
everyday life and deliver solutions to some of our most
urgent challenges."
Read more...

Car rentals: EU action leads to clearer and more
transparent pricing
Following a call from the European Commission and EU
consumer authorities, five industry leaders, Avis, Europcar,
Enterprise, Hertz and Sixt, have changed the way they
present car rental prices, making them fully transparent to
consumers. The companies have committed to: include all
charges in the total booking price; clearly describe the key
rental services in the terms and conditions in all national
languages; and make clear, in the price offer, the price and
details of optional extras, in particular for insurance waivers
that reduce the amount due in case of damage.
Read more...

Commission appoints Mr David O'Sullivan as
Special Adviser to the President on EU-US
relations
The European Commission has appointed David O'Sullivan,
former EU Ambassador to the United States of America, as
Special Adviser to President Jean-Claude Juncker on EU-U.S.
relations. In this capacity, he will advise the President on
strategy and priorities in relations with the U.S. Mr O'Sullivan
is a former Secretary General of the European Commission
and a former Director General of DG Trade.

Read more...

Three Irish SMEs selected for European Innovation Council funding
Three Irish SMEs have been selected under the latest round of European Innovation Council funding.
Ovagen Group Ltd of Mayo is to receive funding for its project to develop bacteria free eggs for use in
production of human and animal vaccines. Ostoform Ltd of Dublin is to receive funding to develop a novel
device for improving Ostomy skin conditions and Restored Hearing Ltd of Sligo for its tuneable acoustic
noise dampening material. They are among the 68 startups and SMEs who were last week selected for
funding.
Read more...

Ireland signs joint contract for pandemic influenza vaccines
Ireland is one of 15 EU Member States that have, with the European Commission, signed framework
contracts with the pharmaceutical company Seqirus for the production and supply of pandemic influenza
vaccines under the “EU Joint Procurement Agreement to procure medical countermeasures”. This means
that, in the event of an influenza pandemic, Belgium, Croatia, Cyprus, Estonia, France, Germany, Greece,
Ireland, Luxembourg, Malta, the Netherlands, Portugal, Slovakia, Slovenia and Spain representing around
half of the EU population, and the European Commission will receive influenza vaccines.
Read more...

EU funding to support Parkinson’s research in the RCSI
The Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland is leading a new research project to develop more effective
treatments for the more than one million people living with Parkinson’s in Europe today. The
PD-MitoQUANT project, which has partners in 9 countries, will receive €4.5 million in funding from the
EU’s Horizon 2020 programme. Project Coordinator, Prof. Jochen Prehn, RCSI said: “This project will join
forces with top scientists in academia and industry to bring a fresh look on how we identify and test novel
drugs for the treatment of this devastating movement disorder.”
Read more...

UCD leads EU-funded ‘connected health’ research project
Researchers at UCD are coordinating an EU-funded research project into the use of wearable sensors for
at-home rehabilitation or detection of an irregular heartbeat. The CHESS project, which is due to end later
this year, is training students to transform healthcare in today's hyperconnected world, helping them
harness the power of technology to keep patients out of hospital, cut costs and even save lives. Project
coordinator Brian Caulfield of UCD says: "It’s essentially remote physical therapy. The whole idea is that if
you can enable a person to do this monitored exercise in their home, you may be able to send them home
from the hospital earlier."
Read more...

Agenda
Exhibition - “45 Stories celebrating Ireland's 45
years of EU membership”
This exhibition illustrates just some of the ways in which
Ireland has benefitted from EU membership over the past
four and a half decades. It includes stories from every county
and across many sectors, including agriculture, culture,
education, business, environment, health and consumer
protection. The exhibition is on a nationwide tour until July
2019. The exhibition is on display in Sligo Institute of
Technology until 29 March. It will be on display in Portlaoise
Library from 10 to 30 April.
Read more...

Monday 1 April: Citizens' Dialogue - The importance of the 2019 European
Elections, Limerick Strand Hotel
The Wheel, in cooperation with the European Commission Representation and the European Parliament

The Wheel, in cooperation with the European Commission Representation and the European Parliament
Office in Ireland, is organising a special Citizens' Dialogue on the European Parliament elections 2019.
This event takes place from 11.30 am to 3 pm at the Limerick Strand Hotel, Ennis Rd, Limerick on Monday
1 April. The event will offer attendees a chance to meet some of the proposed candidates from their
regional constituency.
Read more...

Friday 5 April: Ireland South European Parliament election candidates' debate,
Waterford Instsitute of Technology
Waterford Institute of Technology are hosting a European Parliament candidates’ debate on Friday, 5 April
from 11.15 am to 12.30pm at the main auditorium on the Cork Road campus. Confirmed attendees
include: Deirdre Clune, Fine Gael MEP; Liadh Ni Riada, Sinn Fein MEP; Malcolm Byrne, Fianna Fail candidate;
Senator Grace O'Sullivan, Green Party Candidate; and Adrienne Wallace, People Before Profit candidate. The
event is being organised by Gerry Arthurs, Lecturer in International Relations & Politics at WIT, as a way to
encourage students and younger demographic to engage and vote. No registration is necessary.

Friday 5 April: Eurogroup meeting, Bucharest
An agenda for this meeting will be available in due course at the link below.
Read more...

Friday 5 April: Launch of new innovative
website for primary school teachers, Cork
An innovative new website gathering teaching tools and ideas
on Ireland and the European Union for primary school
teachers will be launched in UCC on Friday evening, 5 April.
The website is based on the programme developed by Trish
Collier, primary school teacher, and Emmanuelle
Schön-Quinlivan, college lecturer. The launch event takes
place from 5.30 to 7 pm at the O'Rahilly building 2.12 (2nd
floor), University College Cork. Attendance is free but
advance registration required at the link below.
Read more...

Monday 8 April: Foreign Affairs Council, Luxembourg
An agenda for this meeting will be available in due course at the link below.
Read more...

Tuesday 9 April: EU China Summit, Brussels
An agenda for this meeting will be available in due course at the link below.
Read more...

Tuesday 9 April: General Affairs Council, Luxembourg
An agenda for this meeting will be available in due course at the link below.
Read more...

Wednesday 10 April: EU Citizens' Dialogue on the European Parliament Elections,
Technological University Dublin, Blanchardstown Campus
Blanchardstown Europe Direct Information Centre is organising a special Citizens' Dialogue on the
upcoming European Parliament elections. This event takes place on Wednesday 10 April from 12-2 pm at
the Blanchardstown Campus of the Technological University Dublin. Speakers include: Helen McEntee T.D.,
Minister of State for European Affairs, Paul Reid, Chief Executive, Fingal County Council, Andy Klom, Head
of Political Section, European Commission Representation in Ireland, Prof. David Fitzgerald, President of
the Technological University Dublin and Hayley Keogh, Students Representative. The event will be
moderated by Stiofán Nutty (Management and Business Consultant). This event is free and open to the
public. Anyone interested in attending this event should first register with Blanchardstown EDIC at tel: 01
8905560 or email: europedirect@fingal.ie.

Monday 15 and Tuesday 16 April: Agriculture and Fisheries Council, Luxembourg

An agenda for this meeting will be available in due course at the link below.
Read more...

Tuesday 30 April: Seminar - The Irish to the
Rescue: the Tercentenary of the Polish Princess
Clementina's Escape, Europe House, Dublin
On Thursday afternoon 30 April, the European Commission
Representation in Ireland will host a retelling of the dramatic
rescue of the Polish Princess Maria Clementina Sobieska from
captivity in Innsbruck in April 1719 by a small group of Irish
people and one French woman. This event is organised by the
Embassy of the Republic of Poland in Dublin, the Embassy of
France in Ireland, the Alliance Française Dublin, Rathmines
College of Further Education and the Technological
University of Dublin.
Read more...

Tuesday 30 April: Colorectal Cancer- How is research in Ireland addressing the
challenges?, RCSI, Dublin
To mark colorectal cancer awareness month, there will be a public event in Dublin on 30 April showcasing
2 EU-funded Irish colorectal cancer research projects: COLOSSUS and MErCuRIC. The event takes place at
the Royal College of Surgeons (RCSI), Albert Lecture Theatre, 123 St Stephen's Green, Dublin 2, from 6.30
to 7.30 pm. It will feature a number of prominent Irish cancer experts including: Prof Annette Byrne (RCSI),
Prof. Sandra Van Schaeybroeck (Queen's University Belfast), Dr Ian Miller (RCSI) and Dr Orla Casey (Cancer
Trials Ireland).
Read more...

Competitions
European Elections Gif competition
The European Parliament Gif competition aims to collect as many creative perspectives as possible on why
Europe and the European Union is worth a vote, and invites European graphic designers, animators,
typographers, illustrators, photographers and artists who are living in the European Union to take a stand
and use the transnational language of design to create a GIF. Three winners will be invited to Strasbourg in
July to attend the first session of the newly elected European Parliament.
Read more...
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